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for the better. From Kabul to Baghdad to 
Beirut and beyond, we’ve seen the birth of 
democratic governments that are striving to 
serve their people, reject terror, and work 
for peace. We’re also seeing those who op-
pose democracy fighting its progress with all 
the destructive power they can muster. We 
see this in Hizballah’s attacks on Israel, in 
the suicide bombings that kill innocent 
Iraqis, and in Al Qaida’s campaign of terror 
across the world. 

The enemies of freedom have shown their 
ability to set back our efforts with deadly at-
tacks, but ultimately they will fail. They will 
fail because courageous leaders in the region 
have stepped forward to defend freedom and 
set the Middle East on a better course. And 
they will fail because millions of people who 
have suffered decades of oppression and vio-
lence will choose to live in peace with their 
neighbors. 

In Iraq, we will help Prime Minister 
Maliki’s unity Government defeat the terror-
ists, insurgents, and illegal militias and estab-
lish a democracy in the heart of the Middle 
East. In Lebanon, we will stand with the 
democratic Government in its efforts to rid 
the country of terrorists and foreign influ-
ence and bring about a better life for the 
Lebanese people. In the Palestinian Terri-
tories, we will work with President Abbas to 
support the forces of moderation and achieve 
our shared vision of two democratic states, 
Israel and Palestine, living side by side in 
peace and security. 

This moment of conflict in the Middle 
East is painful and tragic, yet it is also a mo-
ment of opportunity for broader change in 
the region. Transforming countries that have 
suffered decades of tyranny and violence is 
difficult, and it will take time to achieve. But 
the consequences will be profound—for our 
country and the world. When the Middle 
East grows in liberty and democracy, it will 
also grow in peace, and that will make Amer-
ica and all free nations more secure. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House for broadcast 
at 10:06 a.m. on July 29. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
July 28 but was embargoed for release until the 
broadcast. In his address, the President referred 

to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of Israel; 
Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of Lebanon; Prime 
Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq; and President 
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Palestinian 
Authority. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Remarks on the Situation in the 
Middle East 

July 30, 2006 

The current situation in the Middle East 
is a reminder that all of us must work to-
gether to achieve a sustainable peace. Amer-
ica mourns the loss of innocent life. It’s a 
tragic occasion when innocent people are 
killed. And so our sympathies go out to those 
who’ve lost their lives today and lost their 
lives throughout this crisis. 

I’ve been in touch with Secretary of State 
Rice twice today. She’ll be returning tomor-
row, where she’ll brief me on her discussions 
with leaders in the Middle East. I also talked 
to Tony Blair. The United States is resolved 
to work with members of the United Nations 
Security Council to develop a resolution that 
will enable the region to have a sustainable 
peace, a peace that lasts, a peace that will 
enable mothers and fathers to raise their chil-
dren in a hopeful world. 

May God bless those who lost their lives. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:12 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the 
United Kingdom. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Certifying Exports to the People’s 
Republic of China 

July 28, 2006 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 1512 of the Strom Thurmond National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1999 (Public Law 105–261), I hereby certify 
that the export to the People’s Republic of 
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